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The Strategic Industries Development Fund (SIDF) is 
designed to help support strategic development projects and 

the growth of Yukon’s key industries.
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The objectives of the SIDF are to:

• �Identify, pursue and facilitate the development of strategic industries, projects 
and economic infrastructure.

• �Facilitate the maximization of secondary benefits from strategic projects.
• �Increase awareness of and investment in strategic industries and strategic projects. 

Expected project outcomes include
• �Increased economic activities.
• �Successful business arrangements that provide positive community  

economic impacts.
• �Positive long-term impacts on employment and wealth creation.
• �Increased private sector employment.
• �More diversified economy between and within sectors.

Projects must have start and end dates that result in an outcome with broad- 
based economic benefits for Yukon. There are two broad categories of 
development projects: 

Strategic Industry Development Projects
Projects that support industry development as a whole.

For example: research that identifies and addresses barriers to industry 
development or identification and feasibility of needed economic infrastructure.

Strategic Business Development Projects
Projects that have the potential to generate significant wealth and contribute to 
the growth of a strategic industry in Yukon.

For example: a business development which results in new products that meet 
market demand. 

Strategic Project Phases
By their nature, projects develop in stages or phases from initiation to closure. 
Depending on these phases, various activities will take place and can be supported 
over the life of the project by the SIDF. Listed below are examples of eligible and 
ineligible activities under the SIDF:

Initiation – Preliminary Stage
• Research to identify emerging opportunities.
• �Concept development and scoping of project.
• �Pre-feasibility studies.
• �Business planning.
• �Economic impact analysis.
• �Business scanning for secondary benefits.

Development Stage
• �Marketing plans.
• �Feasibility studies.
• �Investment attraction.
• �Financial planning.
• �Development planning and project management.

Implementation Stage
• �Project management and implementation support.
• �Operational plans.
• �Organizational development.
• �Updating of business plans and financial projections.
• �Product testing.
• �Project analysis.

Closure Stage
• �Post-project analysis and support.

Ineligible activities/costs may include
• �Activities/costs normally associated with construction. 
• �Purchase of capital assets.
• �Leasehold improvements.
• �Ongoing operation and maintenance. 
• �Activities/costs that are related to the owner/promoter or his/her  

immediate family.
• �Certain administration costs. 

Accessing the SIDF
All proposals to the SIDF are evaluated on a merit basis. A proponent should 
first meet with a Business Development Advisor to review project criteria and 
assessment guidelines. Based on the outcome of this initial assessment, proponents 
may be asked to submit a more detailed proposal for further assessment. 

Funding Amounts Available
Funding may be available for up to 50% (in certain cases up to 75%) of total 
project cost. Funding from the SIDF over the life of a project is up to the 
maximum following amounts and is subject to appropriation of funds: 

• �Tier I – up to $100,000.
• �Tier II – up to $500,000.

Proposal Assessment 
The following is used to assess proposals for funding. More detailed information 
on proposal assessment is available from the Business Development Advisor. 

1. �Description of the project including financial commitment, partnerships and 
industry impact.

2. Explanation on how the project achieves one or more of the SIDF objectives.
3. Reasonableness of the funding request. 
4. Likelihood of the project resulting in new employment and wealth creation. 
5. Applicant is in good financial standing with the Government of Yukon. 
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